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(b)  Attendants handling affected animals must not come into contact with
unaffected stock.
(c)  Bedding and other infective material should be burned.
(d)  The boots  of attendants should  be  disinfected  before  they  leave the
vicinity of the affected herd.
(e)  Milk should not be allowed to leave the infected premises, and should not
be given to other animals without being previously boiled.
(/) Dogs and poultry in the vicinity should be kept under strict control.
(g) After   the   animals   have   been   slaughtered,   the   cowshed   should   be
thoroughly disinfected and limewashed.
(5) Actinomycosis, Botriomycosis and Actino-bacillosis
Actinomycosis, more familiarly known as " wooden tongue " or " lumpy
jaw/' is met with in many parts of this country, and cattle are especially
liable to be attacked. The disease may extend over a period of months or
years, and characteristic tumours, which interfere with the functions of the
organs in which they are situated, form in various parts of the body. The
causative agent is a parasitic fungus, Actinomycoses bovis or ray fungus,
which grows on grasses and cereals, particularly barley, and flourishes on
rich, damp soils. Injuries to the mouth and skin afford the organism an
entrance to the tissues. The disease does not appear to spread from animal
to animal.
The disease is usually confined to one organ of the body, although it may
become generalised. Sores appear on the tongue and lips, and swellings are
seen on the jaws, causing extensive enlargement. The animal's throat may
also be affected. Pus collects in the cavities formed in the affected tissues.
In rare instances, the disease has been found in the udder, where small hard
nodules may be detected by palpation, pus being also discharged. These
nodules are generally found at the base of the teats. Milk from animals
with affected udders should not be added to the public supply and, indeed,
this procedure is prohibited.
It is almost impossible to prevent animals being attacked in districts
where the ray fungus flourishes, as there is no means of eliminating the
parasite in infected straw and fodder, short of total destruction. Veterinary
treatment can effect a cure, and producers who have animals suffering from
the disease should obtain such assistance.
An affection of the udder known as botriomycosts resembles actinomycosis,
but is rarely seen. When it occurs, the udder tissue is considerably thickened,
with the exudation of pus. The udder, when affected with either the latter
or the former disease, resembles a tuberculous udder, and veterinary advice
is necessary to establish an accurate diagnosis. Though the transmission of
this disease from one animal to another has not been proved, it is highly
advisable for affected animals to be isolated until recovery is complete.
Actino-bacillosis is a condition which closely resembles actinomycosis,
its lesions being found on the same sites as those of the latter disease,
although, the causal organisms are different. From the milk-producer's
point of view the distinction between the two diseases is of little importance
as actino-bacillosis, which is a common disease, will respond to similar
veterinary treatment.
(6) Anthrax
This is a highly contagious infection, caused by the Bacillus anthracis,
which affects both human beings and cattle. The animal attacked is
inclined to separate itself from the rest of the herd. It stands immovable